Alaska State Troopers Press Release of Monday, February 10, 2014

Any charges reported in these press releases are merely accusations and 
the defendants are presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty.

A Detachment


---------------------------------------------------------
Location:  Kake
Case Number:  AK14009642
Type:  Fraudulent Use of a Credit Card
Text:  On 02/08/14 at 1612 hours Alaska State Troopers received a report of unauthorized use of a personal credit card in Kake.  Investigation revealed nearly $8000 in fraudulent purchases were completed beginning in May 2013 and occurring through January 2014.  The investigation is on-going and a suspect has been identified. 
Received Monday, February 10, 2014 1:10 PM and posted Monday, February 10, 2014 1:01 PM



-----------------------------------------

Location:   Ketchikan
Case Number:   AK14010039
Type:   MVC-D
Text:  On 2-10-14 at approximately 1253 hours, the Alaska State Troopers were notified of a motor vehicle accident on Forest Park with no reported injuries.  Investigation revealed that Linda Lory-Allen, age 72 of Ketchikan, was operating a First Student school bus traveling East on Forest Park Drive while maneuvering uphill on a sharp curve near Willow Circle.  The bus had five student passengers at the time. Simultaneously Jaylyn Merrill, age 33 of Ketchikan, the driver and sole occupant of a 2006 GMC Envoy, was traveling West on Forest Park Drive at the same location.  Due to snow covered, icy road conditions both vehicles sideswiped each other at low speeds. The school bus sustained minimal damage to the driver's side rear quarter panel while the GMC sustained heavy damage to the driver's side. The impact of the vehicles on the icy road caused the GMC to slide partially off the road and strike a portion of a tree stump in a ditch.  All parties reported wearing seatbelts and no injuries were reported. Alcohol and speed were not a factor. The bus was driven from the scene and the GMC was towed by Purdy's Totem Towing.
Author: JMB1 
Received Monday, February 10, 2014 7:10 PM and posted Monday, February 10, 2014 7:10 PM


B Detachment


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Palmer
Case number:AK14010076
Type:  Motor Vehicle Collision - Injury
Text:  On 2/10/14 at approximately 1434 hours, Alaska State Troopers responded to Outer Springer Loop and Pinnacle Mountain Drive in Palmer for a report of a two vehicle collision.  Investigation revealed that 18-year-old Palmer resident Genevera Woody was northbound on Pinnacle Mountain Drive when she failed to stop at the posted stop sign at the intersection of Outer Springer Loop. Wasilla resident Stephen Spurlin, 59, was west bound on Outer Springer Loop when his vehicle collided with Genevera's vehicle. Steven's passenger, 33-year-old Wasilla resident Michael Rosebeary, and Genevera were transported to Mat-Su Regional Hospital with non-life threatening injuries. Genevera was cited for failing to stop at a stop sign.
Author: PRB0 
Received Monday, February 10, 2014 10:10 PM and posted Monday, February 10, 2014 10:47 PM


C Detachment

 
  
Location: Port Heiden
Case Number: AK14009580
Type: Fraudulent use of access device
Text: On 2-8-2014 at 1059 hours, Virginia Graham, age 70 of Port Heiden reported fraudulent charges to her personal bank account. Four different transactions with a total of $827.67 had been removed from Graham's account without her permission. Investigation continues.  
Author: DRB0
   
Received Monday, February 10, 2014 9:10 AM and posted Monday, February 10, 2014 9:17 AM

 
  
Location: Iliamna 
Case Number: AK14008241
Type:  Criminal Mischief 3rd 
Text: On 2-3-2014 at 0940 hours, the King Salmon based Alaska State Troopers received a phone call from the Pebble Partnership Office in Anchorage. It was reported that ten plastic totes belonging to the Pebble Partnership had been intentionally set on fire at the incinerator site in Iliamna on 2-1-2014. The totes were inside a chain link enclosure and appeared to have been set on fire from outside the fence. Each tote had a value of $1,000 and all 10 totes were completely destroyed. Some of the wiring at the site was also damaged due to the heat from the fire. Investigation into the fire is ongoing. Anyone with information on the fire is asked to call the Alaska State Trooper office in either King Salmon or Iliamna. 246-3464 / 571-1871   
Author: DRB0
   
Received Monday, February 10, 2014 9:10 AM and posted Monday, February 10, 2014 9:19 AM

 
------------------------------------------------- 

Location: Togiak, AK

Case number: AK14009547

Type: DUI / Endangering the Welfare of a Child 1st 
 
Text: On 2/8/2014, at about 0500 hours, the Togiak VPSO arrested Byron Coopchiak, 25 of Togiak, for DUI and two counts of endangering the welfare of achild in the 1st degree.  Coopchiak was contacted after the VPSO observed him operating an ATV with no headlights. Further investigation revealed he was intoxicated and had two small children on the ATV with him. Coopchiak was transported to the Togiak detention facility without incident. A family member responded to care for the children.

Author: MHE0

------------------------------------------------- 
Received Monday, February 10, 2014 9:10 AM and posted Monday, February 10, 2014 9:16 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: KIANA
Case number: AK14010030
Type: Search and Rescue
Text: On 2/9/14, 2125 hours, Kotzebue SAR notified AST that a snowmachine driven by, Jared A. Walker (28 YRS), had departed Kiana for Selawik, around 1600 hours, riding an Arctic Cat 1100 XF. He had not arrived as of 2100 hours. Phone calls were made to Selawik, Noorvik and Kotzebue to most likely homes he would visit and no one had seen him. Hasty team responses from Kiana/Selawik were approved to ride the trails toward each other, but were not successful. An AST AWT aircraft was dispatched to the area to search. As of 2/10/14,1600 hours, teams from Kotzebue, Noorvik, Kiana and Selawik are searching and have not found Walker.
Author: TGN0 
Received Monday, February 10, 2014 4:10 PM and posted Monday, February 10, 2014 4:08 PM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Alakanuk
Case number: AK14009345
Type: Shooting (UPDATE)

Text: After an extensive investigation, and reinterview with the 15-year-old on 2-10-2014, it was determined that this was a self-inflicted gunshot wound from a hunting accident.

At about 1100 hours on 2-7-2014, St. Mary's AST was notified that a 15-year-old male in Alakanuk had been shot in the left calf by a what is believed to be a .22-caliber firearm as he was walking home alone from a hunting trip at about 1830 hours on 2-6-2014. The 15-year-old was flown to Bethel for medical treatment of a minor injury and has since been released. High winds and lack of air service caused a delayed response from St. Mary's until 2-8-2014. The investigation into the incident is ongoing.

Author:  BMH0 
Received Monday, February 10, 2014 5:10 PM and posted Monday, February 10, 2014 5:12 PM


D Detachment...No news reported.

E Detachment

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Seward 
Case number: AK14006300          
Type: Driving Under the Influence 
Text: On 1/26/14 at approximately 1908 hours, Crown Point Troopers were patrolling in the Seward area when they conducted a traffic stop on a Ford Taurus for an equipment violation. Investigation revealed the driver, Nicholas Sparks, age 71 from Seward was driving his vehicle under the influence of alcohol and controlled substance. Sparks was arrested for DUI and released with a misdemeanor citation to appear in court.  
Author: DML0 
Received Monday, February 10, 2014 8:10 AM and posted Monday, February 10, 2014 8:05 AM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Seward
Case number: AK14009493 
Type: Motor Vehicle Collision 
Text: On 2/7/14 at approximately 1800 hours, Crown Point Trooper received a report of a Motor Vehicle Collision at approximately mile 5 of the Seward Hwy. Investigation revealed the accident involved three vehicles. One of the vehicles lost control and started to spin down the Seward Hwy. The vehicle behind the vehicle that lost control was slowing down when they were rear-ended by the vehicle following their vehicle. No one was transported to hospital.  
Author: DML0 
Received Monday, February 10, 2014 8:10 AM and posted Monday, February 10, 2014 8:03 AM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Cooper Landing
Case number: AK14007381 
Type: Motor Vehicle Collision 
Text: On 1/31/14 at approximately 0929 hours, Crown Point Troopers responded to a motor vehicle collision at approximately mile 46.2 Sterling Hwy. Investigation revealed a Jeep Cherokee was traveling southbound when the driver crossed the center line and collided with a semi-truck pulling doubles traveling northbound. The Sterling Hwy was completely blocked by the semi-truck. The road was shut down for approximately three hours before one lane was opened to allow vehicles through the area. The Sterling Hwy was completely opened to travel at approximately 1430 hours. No one was transported to the hospital due to injuries.  
Author: DML0 
Received Monday, February 10, 2014 8:10 AM and posted Monday, February 10, 2014 8:07 AM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Cooper Landing 
Case number: AK14009121 
Type: Driving without a valid Operators License 
Text: On 2/6/14 at approximately 1352 hours, Soldotna Dispatch received a 911 hang-up from Douglas Means age 21 of Eagle River. Means advised everything was alright. Investigation of the 911 hang-up revealed Means was driving a vehicle without a valid drivers license. Crown Point Troopers were patrolling in the Cooper Landing area when they saw the vehicle Means was driving. A traffic stop was conducted on the vehicle and investigation revealed Means was the driver. Means was issued a misdemeanor citation to appear in court and a license driver took possession of the vehicle. 
Author: DML0 
Received Monday, February 10, 2014 8:10 AM and posted Monday, February 10, 2014 8:02 AM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Seward 
Case number: AK14006294
Type: Warrant Arrest 
Text: On 1/26/14 at approximately 1836 hours, Crown Point Troopers were patrolling in the Seward area and conducted a traffic stop on a Ford truck. The passenger in the vehicle was identified as Jacob Sutphin age 22 of Seward. Investigation revealed Sutphin had a $50 outstanding warrant for failing to appear for a traffic violation. Sutphin was arrested and remanded at the Seward Jail.  
Author: DML0 
Received Monday, February 10, 2014 8:10 AM and posted Monday, February 10, 2014 8:06 AM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Indian
Case number: AK14009089
Type: No Valid Operator's License
Text: On 2/6/14 at approximately 1527 hours, Alaska State Troopers stopped a blue Mercury Villager for a moving violation near mile 104 of the Seward Highway. The driver was identified as Edward Counts, age 24 of Soldotna, by his Idaho identification card. A records check revealed Counts did not have a valid license. Counts was issued a Misdemeanor Citation for Driving Without a Valid License and released. The vehicle was towed from the scene of the stop.
Author: MAZ0
------------------------------------------------- 
Received Monday, February 10, 2014 5:10 PM and posted Monday, February 10, 2014 5:45 PM


AK Wildlife Troopers



-----------------------------------------------------------------
 
Location: Cordova
Case Number:  AK13068709
Type: Violate permit hunt conditions
 
Text: On 2-8-14, Alaska Wildlife Troopers, Cordova Post cited Michael S. Songer, age 41, of Anchorage for violating a permit hunt condition by applying for and receiving a Tier I GMU 13 caribou permit and harvesting a moose in GMU 6 during the same regulatory year.  Arraignment is scheduled for February 26, 2014 in Cordova District Court. 
 
Author: ARA0
  
Received Monday, February 10, 2014 10:10 AM and posted Monday, February 10, 2014 10:33 AM


AK Bureau of Investigation


------------------------------------------------------
Location: Grayling
Case number: AK14009815
Type: Death Investigation

Text: On 2/9/2014 at about 1219 hours, Alaska State Troopers received a report of a death in the community of Grayling. It was reported that Wilfred Deacon Jr., 48 of Grayling, was found deceased in a residence.  Troopers from Bethel and Aniak responded to secure the scene while Investigators with the Alaska Bureau of Investigation responded from Anchorage. Next of kin for the deceased has been notified. The body will be flown to Anchorage for autopsy. Investigation into the cause and circumstances of the death are ongoing. 

Author: RRL0 
Received Monday, February 10, 2014 4:10 PM and posted Monday, February 10, 2014 4:34 PM


Headquarters...No news reported.

AK Bureau of Highway Patrol

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Palmer
Case: AK14010127
Type:  MICS 6th Degree 
Text:  On 02/10/14 at 1736 hours, Alaska State Troopers with the Bureau of Highway Patrol South-Central Team, conducted a traffic stop on a Dodge truck on Clark Wolverine Rd near Lazy Mt Lane near Palmer for the driver not wearing his seatbelt. With the assistance of Trooper K-9 "Chevron", investigation revealed the driver, Lucas J. Barnes, age 24 of Palmer, illegally possessed a user's amount of marijuana in his vehicle. The marijuana was seized and Barnes was issued a misdemeanor citation for MICS 6th Degree and released with a promise to appear in court. 
Author: JAM5 
Received Monday, February 10, 2014 7:10 PM and posted Monday, February 10, 2014 7:52 PM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Palmer
Case:  AK14009608
Type:  Warrant Arrest 
Text:  On 02-08-14 at 1342 hours  Alaska State Troopers Bureau of Highway Patrol conducted a traffic stop on Trunk Road near the Parks Hwy on a blue Chevrolet Impala for speeding. Investigation revealed the driver, Andrew L. Eppelshemier, age 24 of Anchorage, was wanted on an outstanding arrest warrant for Failure to Appear for Arraignment on the original charge of Operating a Motor vehicle without Insurance. Eppelshemier was arrested for the warrant and was transported to the Mat-Su Pre-Trial facility where he was remanded on $350 bail.   
Author: AJB2 
Received Monday, February 10, 2014 7:10 PM and posted Monday, February 10, 2014 7:31 PM


AK Bureau of Judicial Services...No news reported.

AK Div of Fire and Life Safety


-----------------------------------------------------------
Location: Palmer
Case Number:  AK14009904
Type:  Agency Assist - Fire Investigation

Text:  On 2/9/2014, at approximately 2116 hours, Palmer Police Dispatch received a 911 call in regards to a residential structure fire located on N. Laurel Drive in Palmer.  Multiple units from Palmer Fire & Rescue responded to the emergency.  Two people were transported to Mat-Su Regional Medical Center to be treated for non-life threatening injuries.  The Palmer Fire Chief requested assistance from the Office of the Alaska State Fire Marshal to respond and conduct a fire investigation. Due to the high wildfire risk, Alaska State Troopers responded to homes downwind to notify residents of the fire and the possible danger. Firefighters were able to keep the fire controlled and an evacuation was not warranted. The investigation is ongoing.
 
Received Monday, February 10, 2014 9:10 AM and posted Monday, February 10, 2014 9:13 AM



End of Dispatch